2018 Infant-Toddler
Teacher Preparation Course
Application and Interview Process
Submit a complete application. This includes:
• Completed admission application
• Application payment of $500 (only checks or money orders are accepted)
• Official transcript (or evaluation report for foreign educational credential) in the sealed issuing
envelope
• Three reference forms or letters of recommendation (can be emailed to
Institute@SetonMontessori.org)
• Non-native English speakers must have a solid command of the English language (equivalent of a
TOEFL Score of 72 or higher)
Upon review, the Academic Director will contact candidate to schedule an interview.
Educational Qualifications
A high school diploma (or equivalent) is required but a bachelor’s degree is strongly preferred.
Candidates should check with their local state officials and practicum site administration to verify
requirements for lead teachers. For complete information on qualifications and credentials see the
current student catalog.
Application Deadlines
Spring Cohort: March 1, 2018; Summer Cohort: May 1, 2018
Note: A $200 late enrollment fee will apply to all applications processed after the published deadline.
Course Prerequisite
Students must complete a college-level child development course (evidenced through transcript) or
attend the six-week online ICD Course offered by Seton. This prerequisite study of child development
will be expanded in the child development sequence in Academics.
Cost: $350.
Academics (Class sessions are 8:30 am – 5:00 pm.)
1. Orientation Seminar and Independent Study Assignments
Your day long Orientation Seminar is scheduled once you have completed your interview and
been accepted. Orientation Seminars are offered monthly (December through May) and introduce
the student to a sequence of independent study assignments designed to prepare the new
student for Academics. Orientation must take place prior to attending academics and should
be scheduled in time to allow completion of the independent study work.
2. Beginning Academics
Spring 2018 Cohort Dates
Summer 2018 Cohort Dates
April 20, 21, 22
April 27, 28, 29
June 12 -July 20, 2018*
May 4, 5, 6
(Monday – Friday)
June 25-July 20 (M-F)*
*No class July 4

th

3. Continued Academic Seminars
November 8-11, 2018

March 28 – 31, 2019

Post Graduate Seminar: November 9-10, 2019 (Course requirements must be completed by July
31, 2021.)
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2018 Infant-Toddler
Teacher Preparation Course
Practicum
A standard student teaching practicum consists of a minimum of nine consecutive months and 540
classroom hours working under a supervising teacher at a Montessori school selected by the student
teacher and approved by the course director. The environment needs to provide a full complement of
appropriate Montessori materials and serve 0 – 18 months, 18 – 36 months, or both. Practicum may
not precede completion of prescribed academics.
A self-directed practicum requires a commitment of two school years and an approved program of
support. There is an additional $1,250.00 fee and limited spaces for self-directed practicums are
available.

Infant-Toddler Course Tuition Information
$6,500 Tuition plus $396 Certification/Membership Fees (MACTE Fee: $166; AMS Adult Learner Fee:
$230). Additional fees for the Introduction to Childhood Development Course and a Self-Directed
Practicum will be billed if necessary.
Payment Schedule:
Application Payment

$500 (due with application submission)

Initial Payment

$2,396 (due one week prior to assigned Orientation Seminar)

Balance of Tuition (choose one plan):
Plan 1

One payment of $4,000 due on June 1, 2018

Plan 2

Two installments of $2,000 due on June 1, 2018 and December 1,
2018

Plan 3
($50 finance fee included)

Four installments of $1,012.50 due on June 1, September 1,
December 1 (2018) and March 1 (2019)

Plan 4
($100 finance fee included)

Ten installments of $410 due on the first of each month from
June 1, 2018 through March 1, 2019

Refund Policy
If an applicant is not accepted, the $500 application payment is refunded. If an applicant withdraws
before the Orientation Seminar, $400 will be refunded. A letter or email of withdrawal must be
submitted by the student in order to receive a refund. See full refund policy in the Infant-Toddler
Catalog.
Notes:
1. Tuition payments received more than five business days after the payment plan due date, will
result in a $25 late payment fee. Checks returned for any reason will result in a $25 returned
check fee.
2. Practicum Visits (in the continental United States to sites over 150 miles from Seton Montessori
Institute) require a travel expense fee of $250 per visit. This is non-refundable and due prior to the
visit.
3. Checks or money orders are accepted for all payments. Cash and credit cards are not accepted.
4. $350 ICD Course fee will be charged if a transcript is not available at time of provisional
acceptance; the payment will be refunded after verification.

2018 Early Childhood
Teacher Preparation Course
Application and Interview Process
Submit a complete application. This includes:
• Completed admission application
• Application payment of $500 (only checks or money orders are accepted)
• Official transcript (or evaluation report for foreign educational credential) in the sealed issuing
envelope
• Three reference forms or letters of recommendation (can be emailed to
Institute@SetonMontessori.org)
• Non-native English speakers must have a solid command of the English language (equivalent of a
TOEFL Score of 72 or higher)
Upon review, the Academic Director will contact candidate to schedule an interview.
Educational Qualifications
A high school diploma (or equivalent) is required but a bachelor’s degree is strongly preferred.
Candidates should check with their local state officials and practicum site administration to verify
requirements for lead teachers. For complete information on qualifications and credentials see the
current student catalog.
Application Deadlines
Spring Cohort: March 1, 2018; Summer Cohort: May 1, 2018
Note: A $200 late enrollment fee will apply to all applications processed after the published deadline.
Course Prerequisite
Students must complete a college-level child development course (evidenced through transcript) or
attend the six-week online ICD course offered by Seton. This prerequisite study of child development
will be expanded in the child development sequence in Academics.
Cost: $350.
Academics (Class sessions are 8:30 am – 5:00 pm)
1. Orientation Seminar and Independent Study Assignments
Your day long Orientation Seminar is scheduled once you have completed your
interview and been accepted. Orientation Seminars are offered monthly (December
through May) and introduce the student to a sequence of independent study
assignments designed to prepare the new student for academics. Orientation must
take place prior to attending academics and should be schedule in time to allow
completion of the independent study work.
2. Beginning Academics
Spring 2018 Cohort Dates
April 20, 21, 22
April 27, 28, 29
May 4, 5, 6
Returning June 25, 2017 – July 20, 2018*
*No class July 4

Summer 2018 Cohort Dates
June 12, 2018 - July 20, 2018*
(Monday – Friday)

th

3. Continued Academic Seminars
October 5 – 11, 2018
November 9 – 12, 2018
March 29-April 1, 2019

Self Evaluation Day: July or November
annually
Post Graduate Seminar: November 9-10,
2019 (optional)
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2018 Early Childhood
Teacher Preparation Course
Practicum
A standard student teaching practicum consists of a minimum of nine consecutive months and 540
classroom hours working under a supervising teacher at a Montessori school selected by the student
teacher and approved by the course director. The environment needs to provide a full complement of
appropriate Montessori materials and serve the age range of the certification. Practicum may not
precede completion of prescribed academics.
A self-directed practicum requires a commitment of two school years and an approved program of
support. There is an additional $1,250 fee and limited spaces for self-directed practicums are
available.

Early Childhood Course Tuition Information
$6,900 Tuition plus $396 Certification/Membership Fees (MACTE Fee: $166; AMS Adult Learner Fee:
$230). Additional fees for the Introduction to Childhood Development Course and a Self-Directed
Practicum will be billed as necessary.
Payment Schedule:
Application Payment

$500 (due with application submission)

Initial Payment

$2,396 (due one week prior to assigned Orientation Seminar)

Balance of Tuition (choose one plan):
Plan 1

One payment of $4,400 due on June 1, 2018

Plan 2

Two installments of $2,200 due on June 1, 2018 and December 1,
2018

Plan 3
($50 finance fee included)

Four installments of $1,112.50 due on June 1, September 1,
December 1 (2018) and March 1 (2019)

Plan 4

Ten installments of $450 due on the first of each month from
June 1, 2018 through March 1, 2019

($100 finance fee included)

Refund Policy
If an applicant is not accepted, the $500 application payment is refunded. If an applicant withdraws
before the Orientation Seminar, $400 will be refunded. A letter or email of withdrawal must be
submitted by the student in order to receive a refund. See full refund policy in the Early Childhood
Catalog.
Notes:
1. Tuition payments received more than five business days after the payment plan due date, will
result in a $25 late payment fee. Checks returned for any reason will result in a $25 returned
check fee.
2. Practicum Visits (in the continental United States to sites over 150 miles from Seton Montessori
Institute) require a travel expense fee of $250 per visit. This is non-refundable and due prior to the
visit.
3. Checks or money orders are accepted for all payments. Cash and credit cards are not accepted.
4. $350 ICD Course fee will be charged if a transcript is not available at time of provisional
acceptance; the payment will be refunded after verification.

2018 Elementary
Teacher Preparation Course
Application and Interview Process
A complete application includes:
• A completed application form
• Application payment of $500 (only checks or money orders are accepted)
• Official transcript (or evaluation report for foreign educational credential) in the sealed issuing
envelope
• Three reference forms or letters of recommendation (can be emailed to
Institute@SetonMontessori.org)
• Non-native English speakers must have a solid command of the English language (equivalent
of a TOEFL Score of 72 or higher)
Upon review, the Academic Director will contact candidate to schedule an interview.
Application Deadlines
Spring: March 1, 2018; Summer: May 1, 2018.
Educational Qualification: Bachelor’s degree and Montessori Early Childhood Credential or
completion of prerequisite Overview of Early Childhood Course.
Prerequisite
Seton’s Overview of Early Childhood Course - Applicants without a Montessori Early Childhood
credential must complete a nine-day Early Childhood Overview Course as part of the orientation
preparation. Cost: $750
Spring 2018 Overview Option
April 20, 21, 22
April 27, 28, 29
May 4, 5, 6

Summer 2018 Overview Option
June 12 – 15 and June 18 – 22, 2018
All classes meet from 8:30 am – 5:00 pm.

Academics 2018 (Class sessions are 8:30 am – 5:00 pm.)
Orientation Seminar - Introduces a preparatory independent study period with assignments that lay a
foundation for successful course completion
Summer A: June 25 – August 3, 2018
Practicum Seminars: September 28 – October 1, 2019 and March 29– April 1, 2019
Summer B: June 17 – June 28, 2019 (Concludes academics for Elementary I)
Summer C: July 1 – July 26, 2019 (Begins academics for Elementary II)
Final Academic Seminar: November 8 – 11, 2019 (Concludes academics for Elementary I-II)

Prerequisite to Practicum Completion
Seton’s Introduction to Child Development (ICD) Course - Students must complete a college-level
child development course (evidenced through transcript) or attend the six-week online ICD course
offered by Seton. Montessori educators rely on a strong foundation of child development guided by
observation to support the children they serve. Cost: $350
Practicum
• May be completed at Elementary I or Elementary II level
• Minimum of 1,080 hours of in-class experience
• Spans minimum of 9 to 13 months
• Practicum Site and Plan of Supervision and Support must be pre-approved with SelfDirected Practicums, which require a two-year commitment and an additional fee of $1,250.
• Practicum may not precede completion of prescribed academics

5728 Virginia Avenue, Clarendon Hills, IL 60514 Phone: 630.654.0151, Fax: 630.654.0182
www.SetonMontessori.org, Institute@SetonMontessori.org

2018 Elementary
Teacher Preparation Course
Elementary I-II Course Tuition Information (Ages 6-9 and 9-12 combined)
$10,700 Tuition plus $396 Certification/Membership Fees (MACTE Fee: $166; AMS Adult Learner Fee:
$230). Additional fees for Introduction to Childhood Development course, Overview of Early
Childhood Course and a Self-Directed Practicum will be billed as necessary.
Payment Schedule:
Application Payment

$500 (due with application submission)

Initial Payment

$2,396 (due one week prior to assigned Orientation Seminar)

Balance of Tuition (choose one plan):
Plan 1

One payment of $8,200 due on June 1, 2018

Plan 2

Two installments of $4,100 due on June 1, 2018 and March 1, 2019

Plan 3

Five installments of $1,650 due on June 1, September 1, December 1
(2018), March 1 and June 1 (2019)

($50 finance fee included)

Plan 4
($100 finance fee included)

Fifteen installments of $553.33 due on the first of each month from
June 1, 2018 through August 1, 2019

Elementary I Course Tuition Information (Ages 6-9)
$7,300 Tuition plus $396 Certification/Membership Fees (MACTE Fee: $166; AMS Adult Learner Fee:
$230). Additional fees for Introduction to Childhood Development course and a Self-Directed
Practicum will be billed as necessary.
Payment Schedule:
Application Payment

$500 (due with application submission)

Initial Payment

$2,396 (due one week prior to assigned Orientation Seminar)

Balance of Tuition (choose one plan):
Plan 1

One payment of $4,800 due on June 1, 2018

Plan 2

Two installments of $2,400 due on June 1, 2018 and March 1, 2019

Plan 3

Five installments of $970 due on June 1, September 1, December 1
(2018), March 1 and June 1 (2019)

($50 finance fee included)

Plan 4
($100 finance fee included)

Ten installments of $490 due on the first of each month from June 1,
2018 through March 1, 2019

Refund Policy
If an applicant is not accepted, the $500 application payment is refunded. If an applicant withdraws before
the Orientation Seminar, $400 will be refunded. A letter of withdrawal must be submitted by the student in
order to receive a refund. See full refund policy in the Elementary Catalog.
Notes:
1. Tuition payments received more than five business days after the payment plan due date, will result in a
$25 late payment fee. Checks returned for any reason will result in a $25 returned check fee.
2.

Practicum Visits (in the continental United States to sites over 150 miles from Seton Montessori
Institute) require a travel expense fee of $250 per visit. This is non-refundable and due prior to the visit.

3.

Checks or money orders are accepted for all payments. Cash and credit cards are not accepted.
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2018 Credential Course
for Montessori Leadership and Administration
Seton Montessori Institute’s Credential Course for Montessori Leadership and Administration presents a
comprehensive program to support current and future heads of Montessori schools and teacher leaders. Course
participants will develop their skills in administration and program leadership in accordance with the philosophy
and best practices of Montessori education.

Course Models
Three course models have been designed to serve candidates with different backgrounds and needs:
Course Model

Candidate and Focus

Model I

A qualified school administrator seeking knowledge and skills in Montessori
philosophy, pedagogy and curriculum.
Bachelor’s degree, previous school administration experience or licensure required.

Model II

A qualified Montessori teacher who seeks knowledge and skills in school leadership
and administration.
Bachelor’s degree and Montessori certification required.

Model III

An individual seeking knowledge and skills in both Montessori pedagogy and
curriculum and in school leadership and administration.
Bachelor’s degree required.

Application and Interview Process
Submit a complete application. This includes:
• Completed admission application
• Application payment of $500 (only checks or money orders are accepted)
• Official transcript (or evaluation report for foreign educational credential) in the sealed issuing envelope
• Three reference forms or letters of recommendation (can be emailed to Institute@SetonMontessori.org)
• Non-native English speakers must have a solid command of the English language (equivalent of a TOEFL
Score of 72 or higher)
Upon review, the Academic Director will contact candidate to schedule an interview.
Orientation
Full course orientation will be provided as a component of the first week of Academics. Prior to the start of the
course, students will be oriented individually to the my.Seton portal, the online vehicle for all course
communication and assignment submission.
Academics
The core sequence of course academics is designed to take place in two consecutive summer sessions. The
summer sessions will be divided into four course components of approximately 50 hours each.
• Model I candidates will attend the designated hours of summer academics and are also required to
complete a two-week first plane immersion in teacher certification course academics prior to the start of
their Montessori School Leadership and Administration practicum. Candidates will also participate in
online coursework to include discussion groups and webinars.
• Model II candidates will attend the designated hours of summer academics. Candidates will also
participate in online coursework to include discussion groups and webinars.
• Model III candidates will attend the summer academics in entirety and are also required to complete a
two-week first plane immersion in teacher certification course academics prior to the start of their
practicum. Candidates will also participate in online coursework to include discussion groups and
webinars.
2018-2019 Cohort Academic Dates
Summer I: July 8 – July 20, 2018* (Components 3 & 4)
Summer II: July 14-26, 2019 (Components 1 & 2)
*All classes meet from 8:30 am – 6:00 pm.
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First Plane Immersion Academics Dates (Models I and III)*
Spring 2018 Option

Summer 2018 Option

April 20, 21, 22
April 27, 28, 29
May 4, 5, 6

June 12 – 15 and June 18 – 22, 2018

*All classes meet from 8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Practicum
A practicum is an administrative internship, which lasts a minimum of a full academic year, with the candidate
working at the practicum site no less than 720 hours.
• Montessori philosophy and pedagogy course academics and assignments must be completed prior to
the start of the practicum. (Model I/Model III)
• The practicum site and arrangements must be pre-approved prior to the start of the practicum.
• The candidate will receive a minimum of three consultation visits from Seton Montessori Institute
Management and Leadership course faculty over the duration of the practicum.
• Candidates will participate in a monthly online discussion board during the duration of the practicum.
• In the absence of a supervised practicum arrangement, a mentorship relationship will be required and
approved by the Course Coordinator.
• Practicum Visits in the continental United States to sites over 150 miles from Seton Montessori
Institute require a travel expense fee of $250 per visit. This is nonrefundable and due prior to the visit.
Completion and Awarding of Credential
Upon completion of all required academic attendance, assignments and practicum requirements, the candidate
will meet with the Course Coordinator for a Final Portfolio Review to reflect on the course experience and the
Montessori school management and leadership competencies achieved. The candidate will then be
recommended to the American Montessori Society (AMS) for their AMS Administrator Certification.

Course for Montessori Leadership and Administration Tuition
Model I Tuition and Fees: $7,080
$6,850 Tuition plus $230 AMS Adult Learner Fee
Model II Tuition and Fees: $6,580
$6,350 Tuition plus $230 AMS Adult Learner Fee
Model III Tuition and Fees: $7,580
$7,350 Tuition plus $230 AMS Adult Learner Fee
Payment Sequence

Model I

Model II

Model III

Application and Interview

$500 with Application

$500 with Application

$500 with Application

Academics

$1,000 (due prior to First
Plane Immersion)

$2,925 Tuition + $230
Certification Fee (due July
1, 2018)

$1,000 (due prior to First Plane
Immersion)

$2,675 Tuition + $230
Certification Fee (due
July 1, 2018)

$2,925 (due July 1, 2019)

$2,925 Tuition + $230
Certification Fee (due July 1,
2018)

$2,675 (due July 1, 2019)

N/A

$2,925 (due July 1, 2019)

Application Deadlines
Course for Montessori Leadership and Administration application deadlines are as follows:
• Model I and III applicants – March 1, 2018 for Spring immersion start; May 1, 2018 for a Summer
immersion start. Model II applicants - June 15, 2018.

2018 Application for Admission

Please check the course you are applying for:
❑ Infant – Toddler Course
❑ Elementary Course

❑ AMS Administrator Course

❑ Spring Cohort

❑ Model I

❑ Summer Cohort

❑ Elementary I - II

❑ Elementary I (only)

❑ Early Childhood Course

❑ Model II

❑ Spring Cohort

❑ Model III

❑ Summer Cohort

Personal Information

Last Name

First Name

Middle Initial

Preferred First Name

Maiden Name

AMS Number

Street Address

Apartment Number

City

State

Phone (Day)

(Cell)

Zip Code

Country

Email

If Illinois resident, are you a Gateways to Opportunity Registry member?

❑ No

If yes, please provide your Gateways to Opportunity membership number above.

Educational Background (Please list additional institutions on a separate page.)

High School

City and State

Graduation Date

College/University

City and State

Dates Attended

Major

Degree/Credits Completed

Date Degree Received

College/University

City and State

Dates Attended

Major

Degree/Credits Completed

Date Degree Received

Graduate Degree(s)

Degree/Credits Completed

Dates Attended/Diploma Date

5728 Virginia Avenue, Clarendon Hills, IL 60514

Tel: 630. 654. 0151

Email: Institute@SetonMontessori.org

❑ Yes

Have you taken a college level Child Development Course?

❑ Yes

❑ No

Applicants are required to have a college level Child Development Course on submitted transcript or to take a
course through Seton or an accredited university. Seton’s online six-week Introduction to Child Development
Course fee is $350 (due with the application or initial payment).
Location of Child Development Course

Year

Grade

Montessori Certification
Identify Montessori teacher credentials held and the organization granting the credential (e.g. AMS, AMI or other).
Certification Program and Organization

Location

Date Certified/Level(s) of Certification

Employment Background

Current Employer

Position

From/To

Previous Employer

Position

From/To

Position

From/To

Experience with Children

School
Other experiences with children

References (List the individuals who you have requested complete a reference form or write a letter of reference for you)

Name

Phone

Position/Title

Relationship to applicant

Name

Phone

Position/Title

Relationship to applicant

Name

Phone

Position/Title

Relationship to applicant

Practicum Phase
Have you made arrangements for a Practicum site?

❑ No (notify us when you do)

❑ Yes, please complete the following:

Practicum School Name
School Administrator
School Address

Administrator Phone and Email
City/State/Zip Code

School Phone Number

Supervising Teacher’s Name and Email (if known)
School’s Montessori Affiliating Organization (i.e. AMS, AMI)

2

Documentation Needed to Submit a Complete Application
1. Application Fee:
☐ $500 (I understand that $100 of this is non-refundable should I choose to postpone studies or withdraw from the
program.)
2. Three reference forms or letters of recommendation:
☐ are enclosed in sealed envelopes
are being submitted digitally to Institute@SetonMontessori.org
3A. College transcripts:

are enclosed

3B. Independent Education Evaluation Report:
(for international transcripts evaluations only use
companies listed at the link below)
http://www.naces.org/members.html)
4. Credential Copy: If applicable, a copy of my
previous Montessori credential:
5. Tuition Payments:
How will payments be made?

Self

are on file
International transcripts
need to be evaluated for US
equivalency
is enclosed

School Sponsored

are being sent
Evaluation Reports are enclosed

is on file

☐ Other (list below)

Tuition Sponsor’s Name

Tuition Sponsor’s Address

City

State

Tuition Sponsor’s Phone Number

E-mail

6. Student Visa: Do you need information on
student visas?

Yes

Zip Code

No

Why do you want to be a Montessori Professional? (required statement for admission consideration)
In a statement written below in 250-400 words describe why you are interested in Montessori education, why you have
decided to become a Montessori professional and why you have selected this program.
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Non-Discrimination Statement
It is the policy of Seton Montessori Institute not to discriminate against any individual on the basis of race, color,
religion, national origin, sex, marital status, age or veteran status in matters of admissions, employment, or
services or in the educational programs it operates, in accordance with civil rights legislation and institutional
commitment.
Admissions Deadlines
We have priority admission deadlines for the following programs and will continue to accept applications after the
priority deadlines (if space is available):
March 1, 2018:
• Spring Infant-Toddler and Early Childhood Courses
• Elementary I, Elementary I-II Course taking the Spring 2018 Overview of Early Childhood
• Administrator Credential Course applicants taking the Spring 2018 First Plane Immersion
May 1, 2018: Summer Infant-Toddler and Early Childhood, Elementary I, Elementary I-II, and Administrator
Credential Courses
A $200 late enrollment fee will apply to applications processed after the published deadlines listed above.
Please make all checks payable to: Seton Montessori Institute. Applications are dated upon receipt and acted
upon in the order received. Enrollment is limited. You will be called for an interview as soon as your application
is processed. Submit to:
Seton Montessori Institute
Attn: Registrar
5728 Virginia Avenue
Clarendon Hills, Illinois 60514
Assertion of Understanding Regarding Application Accuracy, Tuition, and Academic Obligations:
We look forward to working with you in the exciting and important task of preparing yourself to be a professional
Montessori educator. By signing your name below you:

❑ Certify that you have read and understand all aspects of this application.
❑ Certify that you have read and understand that your application and potential admission is not complete until
all required elements have been received by Seton.

❑ Agree to adhere to Seton Montessori Institute's academic integrity policy, which includes, but is not limited to
providing your own work for assignment submissions, citing all resources employed in development of
assignments, and refraining from using or distributing any academic course material and content provided to
you for your own personal gain.

❑ Agree to be photographed or videotaped for Seton’s promotional purposes. If you do not wish to be
photographed or videotaped, you understand that it is your responsibility to notify us in writing and excuse
yourself from designated group photo opportunities.

❑ Certify that, if accepted, you will be ultimately responsible to ensure that all tuition and fees are paid for your
Montessori education studies.

❑ Certify that the application information provided is complete, accurate, and true to the best of your knowledge.
Printed Applicant’s Name

Applicant’s Signature

For office use only:

Date

Amount received:

Check #:

Date:
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Frequently Asked Questions
Application Process
What is a complete application?
A complete application includes:
§

Completed admission application

§

Application Payment of $500 (only checks and money orders are accepted)

§

Official transcript (or evaluation report for foreign educational credential) in the sealed issuing envelope

§
§

Three reference forms or letters of recommendation (can be emailed to Institute@SetonMontessori.org)
Non-native English speakers must have a solid command of the English language (equivalent of a TOEFL
Score of 72 or higher)

Upon review, the Academic Director will contact candidate for an interview appointment.
Do I have to come to Clarendon Hills for my interview?
No, applicants may have the interview by phone or video chat if they reside more than 150 miles from Seton;
however, we encourage all applicants to interview in person and visit Seton Montessori Institute.
My degree is from an international college/university. Where do I get an independent transcript
evaluation?
AMS and Seton require the applicant to have a transcript analysis sent directly from one of the evaluators
located at this site: http://www.naces.org/members.html. Our students have provided positive feedback from
working with World Education Services (WES.org) and Educational Credential Evaluators (ece.org).
Why is the non-native English speaker recommended to take the TOEFL?
Seton conducts all its coursework and assignments in English.
Who should my reference forms or letters of recommendation come from?
You should submit recommendations from people who know about your academic or professional background.
The reference form or letter of recommendation should give a sense of who you will be as a student and as a
professional educator working with children in a Montessori setting.
How long will it be after my interview before I find out if I’m accepted into the program?
Typically, you will receive an admission decision within one week of your interview.
If I’m accepted, can I wait a year before starting the program?
Yes, we will consider requests for deferring your admission for one year. Requests for deferment should be
made in writing. Deferred students may be asked to submit a $50 program change fee to hold their space for
the following year and the tuition rates for the year when studies commence are applicable.
If I miss the application deadline can I still apply?
Absolutely! However, a nonrefundable $200 late application fee will apply. It is to the applicant’s advantage to
apply early to the program in order to complete Orientation Seminar assignments and independent study work.
Initial reading assignments are given at the interview.
What is the difference in starting my academics with the Spring cohort rather than with the Summer
cohort?
For each of the course levels, starting in Spring gives you the opportunity to begin your academic attendance a
bit earlier, allowing a more gradual entry into the experience of being a student, more time for digesting and
applying the course content and some extra time for working on beginning assignments. Since Spring
Academics consists of three three-day (Friday/Saturday/Sunday) weekend seminars, participation in the Spring
Cohort also effectively shortens the attendance commitment during the Summer Academics by two weeks.
For those in Infant-Toddler or Early Childhood courses, a Spring start means four weeks of continuous
academics in the Summer as opposed to six weeks.
For Elementary candidates who are in need of completing the “Overview of Montessori Early Childhood”
prerequisite, a Spring start reduces the span of academic attendance during the first summer from eight weeks
to six weeks.
For candidates in the Credential Course for Montessori Leadership and Administration, Models I and III,
participating in the Spring Academics reduces the first summer of course academics from four weeks to two
weeks.
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Frequently Asked Questions
Internships And Future Employment
What is a Practicum?
A Practicum (also known as student teaching or internship) consists of, at minimum, nine consecutive months
working in a classroom at a Montessori school selected by the student teacher in an arrangement that meets
requirements in keeping with American Montessori Society standards.

How do I go about finding a Practicum?
Your Practicum Coordinator will assist you (but cannot guarantee a position) in finding a Practicum site that
meets the requirements of Seton and the American Montessori Society. Seton has collaborated with Montessori
schools in all parts of the Chicago metropolitan area, in other parts of the United States and also in other
countries.

Where can I work with an AMS Montessori credential?
Seton graduates work in private and public Montessori schools all over the world. It should be noted that in
order to work in public Montessori schools additional state licensing requirements often need to be met. Check
with your state and school regarding local and state regulations for additional requirements.

Financial Matters
What kind of financial aid is available?
The American Montessori Society has need-based scholarships available (applications typically become
available on January 1 ). Many schools will sponsor students for our program. This can be done in the form of a
loan or scholarship. In exchange for this assistance, schools normally ask a student to sign an agreement to
work for the school for a specific period following certification. Seton offers limited sponsorship to applicants
who complete their student internship at one of our Lab Schools.
st

Do you offer payment plans?
Yes! After the application and initial payments are made there are four payment plan options available and
detailed specifically in the payment schedule section of the course information sheets.

Learn More
What are some of the advantages to choosing Seton Montessori Institute instead of another
teacher preparation course?
As one of the oldest AMS courses in North America, we have had extensive experience with preparing
Montessori educators for a wide variety of public and private settings. From the outset, our faculty has been
international in its outlook, faithful to Maria Montessori’s insights, and committed to keeping up-to-date with the
latest research. Each member of our highly qualified faculty presents the topics about which they are most
passionate in the areas of their strongest skill and experience. Our program offers two Lab Schools that
provide adult students with resources for learning and observation. In addition, we offer flexibility of scheduling
and a staff that’s ready to assist in any area. We serve students across the U. S. and abroad and visit them at
their practicum sites throughout their enrollment in the program.

Can you put me in contact with a student or graduate to talk about Seton?
Yes. Contact the Registrar at: Institute@SetonMontessori.org or call (630) 654-0151. You will be put
you in touch with an alum or current student.

5728 Virginia Avenue, Clarendon Hills, IL 60514 Phone: 630.654.0151, Fax: 630.654.0182
www.SetonMontessori.org, Institute@SetonMontessori.org

(over)

Technology Requirements and Skills for Success

my.seton, a user-friendly, web-based learning environment, will be your gateway to all course
activities and materials. You’ll log into my.seton using a common web browser.
Computer hardware and software requirements
To participate effectively in courses at Seton Montessori Institute, you will need some basic
personal computing skills and the hardware and software listed below. If computer use is new to
you, we strongly recommend you enroll in a computer skills class at your local library, community
center or college.
Computer access
You will need access to a computer or tablet with connected internet access an average of five out
of seven days a week, for a total of 10 or more hours per week. You can log in to my.seton any time
and anywhere, from any computer connected to the Internet (home, work, computer lab, public
wi-fi location, etc).
Internet connection requirements
High-speed Internet access is required. Anything on the current digital market today is fine.
Recommended Hardware requirements
• A personal computer running Windows 7 (or higher) or a Mac running OS X 10.6 (or higher);
or a current tablet (eg. Surface or iPad)
• Intel i3 or higher processer
• 2 GB of RAM (or higher)
• Monitor with screen resolution of 1024 x 768 (or higher)
• Printer
Software requirements
• Word processing: Microsoft Word or similar program that produces .doc or .docx files
• Web browser: A free, downloadable browser capable of supporting Java and Javascript.
My.Seton recommends Firefox 56.0.1. or newer or Safari 10 or newer. Students should not
use Internet Explorer.
• Browser plug-ins: these common free downloads add functions you’ll need to your browser
(may already be installed)
o Acrobat Reader – for opening and reading .pdf (Portable Document Format) files
o QuickTime – for playing audio and video excerpts
• Office 2007 Compatibility Pack – a free plug-in for exchanging files between previous releases
of Microsoft Office and Office 2007 (for Windows and Microsoft Office users only).
Other tips
• Google Chrome 59 or newer benefits ELL students as it has built in translation software.
• When submitting assignments, they must be formatted as a .doc, .docx, or .pdf format.
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Technology Requirements and Skills for Success

To participate effectively in courses at Seton, you will need some basic personal computing skills.
Here is a checklist of the tasks you should be able to perform.
Recommended computer skills
• Be able to point, click, double-click, left-click and right-click, scroll, and select content with a
mouse or similar device
• Know how to open, save, and copy files
• Know how to manage and move files and folders
• Be able to browse through computer drives to find, select, and upload files
• Have access to a computer 5-7 days per week
Recommended software skills
• Know which type of software to use for a specific task
• Know how to create, edit, and format documents
• Be able to cut and paste text
• Know how to print documents
Web skills
• Know how to connect to the Internet using a web browser
• Be able to navigate within and between web pages to find information
• Know how to go to a specific web address
• Know how to use a search engine to find information on the Internet
E-mail skills
• Be able to create and receive e-mail messages
• Know how to send and receive e-mail attachments
• Know how to open and save attachments
Finding help
If you need help with some of these skills, tutorials and resources will be available within
my.seton to help you master them before courses begin.
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Introduction to Child Development (ICD) Course

This introductory course is designed for those who do not have a strong background in child
development. Many adult learners come to Seton Montessori Institute from different
disciplines and have not taken a child development course in recent years, if ever. Through
participation in this course you will learn about child development from conception through
early adolescence, while focusing on the “whole child”. The thoughtfully prepared coursework
provides an excellent foundation for beginning Montessori certification studies at Seton
Montessori Institute and future internship experiences.
Introduction to Child Development (ICD) integrates Montessori
principles and introduces online learning form day one to
increase your comfort level with digital learning experiences.
The course begins and ends with a video teleconference for
all class participants and most coursework is completed
online.
Students are required to purchase the magazine format
textbook CDEV by Spencer Rathus, available through
online retailers.
ICD coursework has several components. Since it is
web-based, much of the “classroom discussion” takes
place through journals and discussion boards. There is one
writing assignment and one non-writing assignment.
The course is primarily asynchronous allowing each person to log in and complete
work at his or her own pace and convenience while adhering to one to two deadlines each
week. Some students may be able to complete their work only needing to log in once per week
while others may need to log in three to five times in order to be successful. It depends on the
type of learner you are, how much time you take to complete the various assignments, and
whether you learn best from doing your work in one longer session or in several shorter
sessions.

Course Fee: $350 (CDEV book purchase is the responsibility of the student at an estimated
additional cost of $55).
About our Instructors
Our instructors are members of the Seton Montessori Institute faculty who hold graduate
degrees in Education and have had extensive coursework and research on child development
and related topics.
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